
 
 

Eliza Burns, Principal 
                                             Grace Farrar Cole Elementary School  

October 16, 2020 
 

   COLE MINERS’ DIG 

Principal’s Notes 
 
We are officially 21 days into the school year!  Teachers and students have been developing relationships with 
each other and students are strengthening their friendships in socially distant ways here at school.  We remain 
hopeful that we’ll be able to continue on in the hybrid model by sticking to our safety protocols including mask 
wearing, hand washing, and distancing ourselves.  
 
We learned on Tuesday, in the heavy downpours, that it will be incredibly important this year to come to school 
wearing the necessary gear to be outdoors.  We will be outside for the duration of dismissal every single day 
regardless of the weather.  Students should come prepared to be outside for 10-15 minutes in any kind of 
weather.  In addition, we will continue to go outside for mask breaks most days.  
 
An email was sent home yesterday with links to the Virtual Bus Meetings that Mrs. Benner, Mrs. Walsh, and Dr. 
Ciolkosz will be hosting on Monday, October 19th.  Students should log on at their assigned time to participate in 
these very important meetings. 
 
On Friday, October 30th we’re going to have Wacky and Weird Day!  On Wacky and Weird Day, most anything 
goes - wild colors, crazy hair, mismatched clothing items, backwards shirts, one shoe and one sneaker - how 
wacky and wild can your child dress?  Let’s find out on Friday, October 30th! 
 
Next week marks the 3rd Annual Massachusetts STEM Week with the theme of “See Yourself in STEM.” 
Students and families are encouraged to check out the full list of virtual events and activities here. 
 
We would like to encourage all families to obtain Norwell Public Library cards and a Boston Public Library card. 
Doing so will help our students to access a wider range of digital texts throughout the years. 
 
We are still missing quite a few classroom library books from this past spring.  Please check your bookshelves at 
home for classroom library books and either send them in with your child or drop them off on the table outside the 
school doors.  We’re happy to accept returned books whenever you find them at home! 
 
 
 

https://www.massstemweek.org/programs/schedule
https://www.norwellpubliclibrary.org/index.php/2013-06-13-20-34-09/get-a-library-card
https://www.bpl.org/get-a-library-card/


 

 
 
Grace, patience, and flexibility!  These three supplies are in heavy demand this year as our teachers, students, 
and families navigate the challenges of hybrid learning.  We understand that this model, and any model outside of 
full in person, is not perfect and can be downright frustrating.  However, this is what is necessary at this time 
during a global pandemic, and we are doing the best we can with the factors that we can control.  It’s a great 
opportunity to model flexible thinking and problem solving (especially for technology glitches) for your children. 
Please continue to show our teachers, staff, students, and yourselves the grace, patience, and flexibility as we 
navigate this strange new world together. 
 
At this time, it will be helpful to clarify the remote specialist blocks that students participate in at home.  Remote 
specialists are slotted for 30 minutes, but students may not need to be on screen with the specialist for the entire 
30 minutes.  When we created this plan, we were mindful of the number of minutes our students may be using a 
screen.  Therefore, specialists may teach a 15-20 minute lesson, review previously taught concepts, and/or show 
students where to locate information on Schoology.  They may then dismiss the students to work on the 
assignment, or they may stay on to be available if students need help.  Some assignments may be done over the 
course of the upcoming week.  Our specialists are teaching 10 classes a day with not even a minute between 
classes so there may be a few minute delay for the class to start.  Lastly, they are not making the links “live” until 
the exact time so that students are not entering an unsupervised room.  I hope this information is helpful in 
thinking about the remote specialist classes for your child. 
 
Please join me in welcoming Ms. Hailee Markunas.  Ms. Hailee is our new preschool aide working with Ms. Anne. 
We’re thrilled to have her working here at Cole with our youngest students!  
 
If there are any technology issues with Schoology, Google Meets, or borrowed devices, please email 
tech.support@norwellschools.org for support.  Teachers are teaching during the AM and PM session and are 
unavailable to troubleshoot technology issues during those times, but our technology team is there to assist. 
 
As a reminder, we share many pictures on the Cole PTO facebook page as well as on Twitter. Please consider 
following @Principal_Burns or joining the Cole PTO facebook page. 
 
Food Services:  
October’s Lunch Menu click here    

 
Nurse’s Notes 
 
Please continue to fill out the Covid Daily Pass. This is a daily reminder to monitor your child’s symptoms. Even 
minor symptoms can be COVID-19 in children. If your child experiences one of the Covid symptoms at school, they 
will be sent home. If that happens, you will need to contact your Pediatrician and consult with them. The school is 
requiring, per the Board of Health mandate, a negative PCR test in order to return to school. If your physician feels 
that it is another illness and they send a note declaring that and clearing your child for return, they are welcome 
back. 
 
If you have any questions, please call. Have a healthy, restful weekend. 
Beth MacDougall RN 
elisabeth.macdougall@norwellschools.org 
(781)659-8823 prompt3 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

mailto:tech.support@norwellschools.org
https://www.norwellschools.org/cms/lib/MA01001453/Centricity/Domain/34/OctElemLunchMenu2020.pdf
mailto:elisabeth.macdougall@norwellschools.org


 

 
Library Corner 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Book Checkout: 
Print library books can be requested electronically (by holding a book in Destiny) and are available in classrooms 
on Tuesdays. Each student will start with only one book per week. For parents who would like to assist their 
students at home, there are instructions about usernames and passwords and a quick screencast tutorial in yellow 
folders in each library class Schoology folder. Please note that Destiny allows a maximum of 2 holds per student 
total, which can only be deleted by Ms. McGarry, so select holds judiciously.  
 
Introducing Sora! 
Brand new to our elementary schools this year, we are starting to implement Sora, an e-book reading app for 
schools. Sora is the elementary/middle school version of Overdrive, the public library app to deliver e-books for 
checkout. I am introducing Sora to students in grades 2-5 this week. 
 
Birthday Books: 
If our student selected a birthday book in the spring (either in person or virtually), these books are being delivered 
to classrooms this week. Thank you all for your support of our school library! If you submitted a birthday book form 
recently (or if you submitted a form in spring but your student did not yet select a book), I am working on these 
forms and will be presenting a way to virtually choose birthday books for these students soon. 
 
Cole School Book Challenge: 
I am developing the book list for the 2020-21 Book Challenge now, with the assistance of our new collection of 
Sora e-books. For now, students can continue the “summer free for all” and continue to read any chapter book 
and have it count towards the challenge. To record your books until the new list comes out, the book tracker is 
here: https://www.norwellschools.org/Page/7868 
 
If you have any questions about anything library, please feel free to email me at 
michelle.mcgarry@norwellschools.org 
 
Counselor’s Corner 
 
Hi everyone!  
 
October is National Bullying Prevention Month, so your child will be taking part in 
Lesson 1- Recognizing Bullying, through our Second Step Bullying Prevention 
curriculum. Lessons can be accessed in your child’s Schoology in the “SEL Grade 
___” course, and kindergarten/remote families will get the link from their teachers. If 
you want more bullying prevention activities and info, check out new comics each 
week in October featuring Captain Compassion  from Second Step.  → 
 
Virtual yoga classes with Mrs. Walsh will resume on Monday 10/19, and will continue 
each Monday (except holidays). Classes are open to K-5 students of all abilities. If 
your child cannot access my Schoology pages (remote and K students), just email me 
if you’d like the Meet access codes: anne.walsh@norwellschools.org.  
 
 
 

https://www.norwellschools.org/Page/7868
mailto:michelle.mcgarry@norwellschools.org
https://www.cfchildren.org/resources/bullying-prevention-information/?utm_source=ClientEmail&utm_medium=Email&utm_campaign=Captain_Compassion&mkt_tok=eyJpIjoiTnprNE5UUmtZak0xWlRnNSIsInQiOiJ3UnpwRVFUUGUzQmZ1aEppYVBRdjIrakQxSW1HYlwvZFRsZWhDQ3RDNzBHZ2xBdlRZNklYNGtXTlNVMFFtZ3l0dVQ2eVJRQ2F3dEg2RmpDWnFWQnFnZ0FZS1JqQWh1SDVZWlVGb0drTko4ZkVOZkMxU1hJNWJ2V3dRSWhpdmhWa3UifQ%3D%3D
mailto:anne.walsh@norwellschools.org


 

 
AM Yoga Class is from 11- 11:30; PM Yoga Class is from 2- 2:30. Please make sure your student is following 
these steps in order to join: 

1. Have your student sign in to their Google account with their Norwell credentials, and try using Chrome. 
**Make sure no one else is logged into Google, otherwise your student will not be able to join** 

2. If your student is a hybrid student in grades 1-5, have them get the link through my Schoology page, titled 
“SEL Grade __.”  

3. If not, have your student go to meet.google.com at either 11 am or 2 pm on Mondays, and enter the correct 
code  
 

Resource of the Week-  The Clay Center for Young Healthy Minds at MGH. This is a fantastic resource for all 
things child and family mental health. We want to especially highlight their guide to COVID and Family Mental 
Health, here: https://www.mghclaycenter.org/coronavirus-and-family-mental-health/ 
 
Take care! 
Dr. Leah Ciolkosz (School Psychologist) and Mrs. Anne Walsh (School Counselor) 
leah.ciolkosz@norwellschools.org and anne.walsh@norwellschools.org 
 
Community News 

Newsletter Notice for Pre School 2021-2022 
 
Norwell Public Schools is accepting registrations for community preschoolers for the 2021-2022 Preschool Lottery.              
The Preschools, located at Cole & Vinal School, are integrated programs for 3 and 4 year olds both with and                    
without disabilities. Community preschoolers serve as peer models for students with disabilities, these students              
should be toilet trained and display developmentally appropriate speech and language skills, social skills, and               
play skills. Space is limited. We expect fees to be approximately 2,475/year for 3 year olds for 3 mornings/week                   
and ($3,300/year for 4 year olds for 4 afternoons/week). This fee may increase next year. A student who enters                   
the program as a community student is entitled to remain until he/she reaches school age. Please visit our web                   
site www.norwellschools.org and click on Student Services/Early Childhood Education/Preschool Lottery to submit            
a registration form. The registration period is through 1/25/2021. The lottery will be held January 26, 2021. 
 

NORWELL RECREATION AND GGLEAGUES RETURN WITH NEW E-SPORTS PROGRAMS IN FALL 2020! 
Norwell Recreation and GGLeagues are offering recreational E-Sports programs in: 
ROCKET LEAGUE 3v3 
ROCKET LEAGUE 1v1 
MADDEN 20 (NEW!) 
FIFA 20 (NEW!) 
 
Intermediate and Beginner Divisions are available for all games. The Norwell Recreation Department is a member                
of the Massachusetts Recreational E-Sports League. Norwell Recreation participants will compete against other             
teams and participants from communities such as Lexington, Haverhill, and Dover Recreation Departments. The              
next session begins play on Saturday 11/7/20. Rocket League 1v1 matches are played at 1pm. and Rocket                 
League 3v3, Madden 20 and FIFA 20 matches are played at 2pm.  
 
REGISTRATION DEADLINE IS WEDNESDAY 10/28/20. 
Madden 20 and FIFA 20 are played on the Playstation platform only. Participants must own the game and have                   
Playstation Live access.  Rocket League is played on PC, Playstation, Xbox and Nintendo Switch platforms only. 
 

https://www.mghclaycenter.org/coronavirus-and-family-mental-health/
mailto:leah.ciolkosz@norwellschools.org
mailto:anne.walsh@norwellschools.org
http://www.norwellschools.org/


 

 
 
ALL REGISTRATION AND PAYMENT IS DIRECTLY THRU:  www.ggleagues.com/organization/city-of-norwell. 
Ages:              All Ages 
 
Dates/Times:  Saturday 11/7/20 - 12/12/20 (No Matches on 11/28/20)  
                       Championship Playoffs on Saturday 12/12/20 
 
Registration Fee:  $10.00 per participant 
 
Technical Requirements: 
Participant must own game on required platform 
Participant must have online access pass for their console to play others online 
Participant must have WIFI or LAN/Ethernet Cable Internet access 
One teammate must have access to DISCORD, a communication platform used to communicate with GGLeagues               
and other teams on game day.  This is a free application online and moderated by GGLeagues staff. 
 
GGLeagues aims to create a positive gaming environment for everyone involved. Because of this GGLeagues               
has a strict “No Toxicity Policy.”  
 
  
 
  
 
 
 
  
 
 

 


